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AT THE JAMIA MILLIA
Gandhiji had thought of returning to his residence from the
Balikashrama. But a number of students and some members of
the staff from Jamia Millia came and requested him, some time
to pay a visit, to their institution too.
" Some time must mean now/' replied Gandhiji. " Having
corne so far I cannot go back without going to you." The Jamia
Millia group were overjoyed. They ran ahead of him to carry
the happy tidings to their colleagues and returned with petro-
max: lanterns to lead the way. The unexpected visit put the
whole place in a flutter of excitement. Dr. Zakirhussain was
away at Bhaw&lpur. But Moujeebsaheb was there with other
members of the staff. Carpets were spread on the lawn and a
happy family gathering was held there under the sky. Jamia
Millia, founded at the commencement of the non-co-operation
movement in 1920 is shortly to celebrate its silver jubilee. The
seedling planted by the late Hakim Ajmalkhansaheb, Dr. Ansari
and the Ali Brothers has grown into a stately tree under the
loving care of Dr. Zakirhussain and his colleagues. It has now
200 students attending the primary classes, 100 in the secon-
dary section and 28 in the college. Sixty teachers are besides
undergoing training. The institution is running a day school
and a Maktaba or a publishing house in Karol Bagh.
" I have proved my claim to being a member of the family
by coming without previous notice/' Gandhiji remarked touched
by the spontaneous welcome. He then invited questions. '
One student asked, " What can the students do to bring
about Hindu-Muslim unity ? " It was a question after Gandhiji^
heart. " The way is simple/' he replied. " Even if all the Hindus
turn rowdies and abuse you, you may not cease to regard them
as your blood-brothers and vice versa. Is it impossible ? No^
rather the contrary. And what is possible for the individual i$
possible for the mass.
"Today the whole atmosphere is poisoned. All kinds 01
wild rumours are circulated by the Press and are indiscrimjb
nately swallowed by the people. Panic results and both Hindiis
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